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Making the Most
of News Magazines
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1.  Copy and distribute “Using News
Magazine Binders Across the Curriculum”
(pages 4-5) and “Teaching with News
Magazines” (page 7) to participants before
viewing.

2.  View DVD and discuss. 

3.  Distribute class sets of empty binders
to participants and encourage them to set
up  student news binders in their class-
rooms.
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Using News Magazine Binders
Across the Curriculum

by Franki Sibberson

Student newsmagazine binders are a great classroom
tool. The binders give kids a year of news to keep, but also
give me lots and lots of nonfiction text on current topics to
work with across the curriculum.  So often before I used the
binders, I’d teach a science unit and remember back to a
great article from Time for Kids months ago that I wished I’d
saved.  Now with the binders, I know we have the article to
go back to when we need it, and every student has a copy.  
The binders also ensure we use the entire subscription well.
In past years,  I’d have piles of TFK issues that we hadn’t
gotten to during busy weeks, and I’d feel guilty for not using
them.  Now if we don’t have time, we can put them in our
binders to save for a later date.        

The binders are the easiest curricular activity I have
ever done.  There really is nothing to it. I purchase one-inch
binders before school starts or add them to my school supply
list. I put a good three-hole punch in my supply basket and
I’m ready to go. I pass the issues out already hole punched.
For the first few weeks, kids need a bit of direction on how to
get them in the binder facing the right way and in order by
date.  But after a few weeks, kids automatically put the news-
magazines in their binders each week.  

Because the collection of issues is available to all stu-
dents all of the time, I use them for content reading mini-les-
sons and book talks continuously.  The binders save planning
time because I can almost always find an article on an inter-
esting topic related to the curriculum in one of the past
issues.  Because we have the binder, news reading isn’t just a
weekly activity. It is part of our daily thinking and conversa-
tions. 
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I always use the news magazines to teach kids about
ways they might read things that are boring or hard for them.
It is a safe place for them to start to monitor their own com-
prehension and to realize that different readers struggle with
different texts. The key is knowing what to do when it gets
challenging.   

As kids can follow issues over time, it becomes very nat-
ural for them to connect articles or look back to remember
something when confused about another article on the same
topic.  For example, students often become interested in a
topic like endangered animals, and then go back to reread all
of the connected articles from past issues. Or if they come to
an article about a political issue that is confusing, they go
back to past articles to get a refresher.   The naturalness of
the connections and questions continues to surprise me. 

There is really very little need to “do” current events
anymore because it is part of natural classroom talk.  Often
I’ll find connected articles in the local newspaper or on the
internet to share with kids or supplement something we’ve
read in the newsmagazine. The teaching of current events
now seems much more real.

There are so many examples of what people have done to
make a difference, and these articles help me teach students
about becoming active citizens. There are also many stories
that are a bit controversial too, so the binders provoke discus-
sions about differences and perspectives. Kids have lots of
opinions about world issues, and are able to explore those
through the articles.

Through the newsmagazine binders I have learned that
kids’ reading of nonfiction and of world issues is so much
more in-depth when the reading is connected over time. Not
only are subjects covered in several issues, but because kids
get used to the format and come to expect certain things from
their reading, they read with more depth.  
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Questions for Discussion

1.  What do you like about the ways you use news-
magazines in your classroom now?  What would you like
to change?
2.  What problems do you see with implementing a news-
magazines binder program in your classroom?  How
could you or someone else help address these problems?
3.  How can newsmagazines be used to supplement read-
ing in the science or social studies textbook?

Workshop and Classroom Suggestions

1.  Distribute copies of Time For Kids, Scholastic News
or your local newspaper’s kids pages to teachers.  Have
everyone use post-its to mark articles that connect with
different curricular topics throughout the year. Compile
the lists in small groups and discuss.
2.  Distribute binders to participants, one for each child
in each classroom.  Start newsmagazine binders, and a
voluntary monthly meeting group to support their use in
classrooms.

Further Reading

Still Learning to Read, “Reading is Thinking,” pages 108-114. 
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Teaching with News Magazines
by Franki Sibberson and Karen Szymusiak

(from Still Learning to Read)

We enjoy subscriptions to classroom magazines such
as Time for Kids, National Geographic Explorer, and
Scholastic News. These magazines provide great
resources for teaching reading strategies for nonfiction.
With each new issue of our weekly magazines, we con-
sider the following questions when we plan lessons:

l Which articles will spark interesting conversa-
tions?
l Which articles might be easy/difficult for the
majority of students?
l Which articles will be the most/least interesting
for most students?
l Are there nonfiction text features in any of the
articles that can be used for a mini-lesson or for
small-group instruction?
l Is there an article that has pictures, maps,
graphs, or captions that are needed to better under-
stand the text?
l Is there an article with difficult vocabulary or
an article with definitions embedded in the text?
l Is there an article dealing with a topic that
many students have little background information
about?
l Is there an article that is connected to a previ-
ous article students have read?
l Is there an article about a topic that most likely
will be addressed again in future issues?
l Is there an article that would support student
work in finding information and/or summarizing
information?
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Also by Franki Sibberson and Karen Szymusiak:

SSttiillll LLeeaarrnniinngg ttoo RReeaadd
Teaching Students in Grades 3–6

BBeeyyoonndd LLeevveelleedd BBooookkss
Supporting Transitional Readers

in Grades 2–5

BBrriinnggiinngg RReeaaddiinngg ttoo LLiiffee
Instruction and Conversation, 
Grades 3–6
(available on VHS and DVD)
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